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This annual report includes the work done throughout 2023 by 

AWEN and member organizations in fulfilling the mission to 

empowering women and girls from a social point of view, 

economic and political, to participate and realize their rights. 

AWEN's work is structured in 4 (four) thematic programs: 

Reduction of Gender-Based Violence; Inclusion of women in 

decision-making and politics; The economic empowerment of 

women; Democratization, sustainability and environmental 

engagement of CSOs. AWEN is thankful to all collaborators for 

their contribution in supporting women and girls throughout 

Albania during 2023, as well as express deep gratitude for the 

dedicated work of the network members and the board, the 

Government of Sweden, Sigrid Rausing Trust Foundation, 

Kvinna till Kvinna Foundation, SMART Balkans, the EU, NDI 

Albania - National Democratic Institute, which continue to 

believe in us by supporting us continuously! 

Thank you! 

Programs 
 

 
 

REDUCTION OF GENDER-BASED 

VIOLENCE 

 

 
 

 
INCLUSION OF WOMEN IN 

DECISION-MAKING AND POLITICS 
 

 

 
 
 

 
  ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT OF 

WOMEN 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DEMOCRATIZATION, 

SUSTAINABILITY AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL ENGAGEMENT 

OF CSOS 

https://www.facebook.com/ndialbania/?locale=sq_AL
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Reduction of Gender Based Violence 
 
 

 

The work of AWEN and network member organizations throughout 2023 in the framework of this 

objective has consisted of the following interventions: 

  Protection and promotion of women's rights in Albania (Sweden) 

  Advocacy for gender equality and the integration processes in the EU (KtK) 

  Protection, promotion and support for the advancement of gender equality (Sigrid Rausing Trust) 

 

 

Achievements: 

 

  348 local actors are involved in activities of AWEN and member organizations 

 Around 11,000 women, girls, men and boys have been made aware through awareness campaigns 

  About 100,000 people have received awareness raising messages through social media, awareness 

campaigns, etc. 

  35 Referral mechanisms at the Municipalities have been supported for case management 

 1 methodology for measuring the impact of change in attitudes towards gender-based violence and 

gender equality (Sweden); 1 methodology for costing social services has started to be developed 

during 2023 (Sweden); 1 analysis to monitor and report on key processes related to EU membership 

and to assess the degree of gender mainstreaming in these processes (REACTOR) 

 13 small advocacy grants (small projects) have been channeled for the implementation of initiatives 

that range from 3 to 6 months. 

 2 national awareness campaigns were organized: one commemorating International Women's Day 

and the other marking the 16 days of activism against gender-based violence 

 

Advocacy efforts throughout 2023: 

AWEN and its member organizations are considered fundamental change agents in promoting and 

protecting women's human rights in Albania. Their crucial and firsthand information and experience have 

fed multiple key laws in the country. Their everyday work has improved the lives of vulnerable girls and 

women. AWEN has represented members’ advocacy interests at the national level, especially related to 

emerging advocacy issues, new policy changes, and reports regarding women's human rights. To an 

important extent, AWEN and its members’ input and recommendations have been accepted and integrated 

into policies and reports. 

Giving contributions to Progress Report of the European Commission on Albania 

Inputs have been provided for the first round of GREVIO thematic evaluation 

Advocacy and lobbying on Resolution 1325 (Women, Peace and Security) – AWEN has organized 

advocacy activities with members of the Resolution 1325 Coalition 

AWEN has provided comments on the draft law on additions and amendments to law no. 9669, dated 

18.12.2006, amended 

Throughout 2023, AWEN has reacted with open letters, public statements, statements, for various cases 

and issues on discrimination, sexism, misinformation, etc. 
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Provision of specialized support services for beneficiaries, such as e-referral, psycho- 

social and legal services, housing services (emergency or long-term), re-integration 

intervention (education, professional training, mediation for employment, etc.) as well as 

capacity building of local actors: 

 

 

5073 women and girls, victims of domestic violence, have benefited from direct support and 

assistance 

80 men and boys have benefited from counseling/rehabilitation services through the Counseling 

Office for Men and Boys 

348 local actors are involved in activities by AWEN and member organizations 

70 victims of trafficking / possible trafficking and 19 children of victims have been supported with 

services from the "Vatra" Center 

3000 phone calls were received by the National Advice Line and 2500 cases were assisted directly 

from LKGV counselors 

12 capacity building trainings with members of the Coordinated Referral Mechanism in 12 

municipalities were held 

8 trainings on the property rights of women and girls were held throughout the year 2023 

 
 
 

 
Inclusion of women in decision-making and 

politics 
 

Within this strategic objective, AWEN is engaged in advocacy and lobbying initiatives, as well as research 

related to the inclusion of women in decision-making positions at the central and local level. Among others: 

 

7 information sessions have been held in collaboration with the Central Election Commission to raise 

awareness about the involvement of women and girls in politics 

7 round tables were organized regarding the inclusion of women in decision-making positions 

1 analytical report on political representation and participation of underrepresented groups in electoral 

processes has been carried out during 2023 

AWEN is part of the National Council for Gender Equality, led by MHSP, and participated in all the 

meetings held by the council during 2023 

AWEN participated in the advocacy week 2023 in Brussels 
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Economic Empowerment of Women 

 
Interventions: 

  Protection and promotion of women's rights in Albania (Government of Sweden) 

  Protection, promotion and support for the advancement of gender equality (Sigrid Rausing Trust) 

 

Achievements: 
  269 women have been provided with opportunities to be economically empowered 

  1 manual on the property rights of girls and women has been produced throughout 2023 

  8 training sessions on property rights were organized with women during 2023 - A total of 179 

women attended 

 AWEN and its members have exerted pressure on the relevant central and local institutional 

structures with regard to the need for local initiatives to empower women and girls 

  AWEN has channeled funds for projects that have economically empowered women and girls 

 AWEN and member organizations have provided legal assistance and advice (primary and secondary) 

to women and girls in need 

 Interventions in this program have directly aimed at the improvement and economic empowerment 

of women and girls 

Democratization, sustainability and the 
environment engagement of CSOs 

Interventions: 
Protection and promotion of women's rights in Albania (Sweden) 

Advancing gender equality through the EU integration process (REACTOR) 

Protection, promotion and support for the advancement of gender equality (Sigrid Rausing Trust) 

Civil society for good governance: A national intervention aimed at strengthening capacities, strengthening 

partnerships, and raising public awareness (SMART Balkans) 

Achievements: 
AWEN has supported throughout 2022 over 20 organizations working with the rights of women and girls with 

technical assistance, monitoring and mentoring 

AWEN has channeled 9 grants to AWEN network organizations for the implementation of defending and 

promoting the rights of women and girls, 4 small grants to non-member organizations of the network for the 

implementation of advocacy initiatives, 9 grants to other partner organizations for the implementation of 

monitoring initiatives of the reforms regarding progress of gender equality 

AWEN has raised and strengthened the capacities of network and partner organizations on environmental 

management 

AWEN has raised and strengthened the capacities of network and partner organizations on the collection and 

communication of scientific evidence about the use and impact of gender equality reforms in politics 
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AWEN thanks all collaborators for 
their contribution in support of women 

and girls all over Albania during 2023! 
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